














The story of Huibing He’s life is an amazing 
testimony to the faithfulness of God. She 
was born in Guangzhou, China, fi ve years 
after the Com-
munist takeover, 
and for much of 
her childhood her 
father was away 
at a concentra-
tion labor farm 
to which he had 
been sentenced 
because of his po-
litical views and 
alleged “capital-
ist” sympathies. 

Although Huib-
ing and her seven 
siblings grew up materially poor, her par-
ents were enormously supportive and en-
couraged the children to be “spiritually 
free” insofar as they were able. Huibing’s 
parents instilled in her from an early age 
the importance of honesty, integrity, and 
kindness, and on her father’s rare visits, 
he urged Huibing, “Don’t be destroyed by 
circumstance.”

Huibing took this lesson to heart. School 
was extremely diffi cult for her due to the 
stifl ing impositions of the Cultural Revo-
lution. Students had been encouraged to 
rebel against their teachers and inherited 
tradition, and until high school, Huibing 
endured daily bullying because of her 
father’s status. She was even barred from 
participating in school activities such as 
the art program. Nevertheless, the school 
made use of her talent by assigning her to 
decorate the building’s bulletin boards, an 
activity she loved.  
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Plan to view an exhibition

Revolution and Rebirth
The Christian Art of Huibing He
November 12, 2007—February 22, 2008

Yale Institute of Sacred Music
409 Prospect Street, New Haven

A reception for the artist will be held at Yale ISM
Thursday, November 15, 2007

4:30 to 6:00 p.m.
For details, visit www.yale.edu/ism/events/HuibingHe.html

Huibing determinedly pursued her art 
on her own after she fi nished high school, 
even during the decade she was assigned 

to strenuous work in a coal 
company. However, she is 
conscious that her dreams had 
been repeatedly suppressed, due 
to political prejudice. 

Huibing became a Christian 
in her early twenties, just after 
churches in China were permit-
ted to reopen. “I had always es-
caped into art for consolation, 
but I think I had always sought 
God” without being aware 
of it, she says. Moved by the 
music at the fi rst worship ser-
vice she wandered into, Huib-

ing asked to sing in the 
choir and before long 
was involved in many 
church activities, in-
cluding Bible study and 
baptismal preparation. 

“The church was so 
full of warmth, love, 
and harmony. Some-
thing really captured 
my whole being. So I 
was compelled to stay.” 

The trauma of her 
oldest sister’s death fi -
nally pushed Huibing 
beyond her intellectual 
understanding of faith 
and her hesitancy  about baptism, and she 
was baptized the Sunday following her 
sister’s funeral.

Huibing attended Nanjing Theological 
Seminary because she wanted to be able 

to address the questions her friends often 
posed about her newfound faith. She was 
delighted to discover that she did not have 
to sacrifi ce her art in order to pursue min-
istry.  After graduation she taught courses 
in Christian art history and applied church 
art, and she eventually came to Columbia 
Theological Seminary in Atlanta, where 
she earned a doctor of ministry degree fo-
cusing on the intersection between Gospel, 
culture, and pastoral care.

While on sabbatical from being pastor of 
First United Methodist Church, Port Jef-
ferson, Long Island, New York, she looks 
forward to concentrating on painting. 

Huibing loves depicting the beauty of 
God’s creation. “Whenever I see anything 
beautiful in nature, in people, I praise God.

God is so faithful,” she says contentedly. 
Surely the OMSC community will be 

blessed as we see that same message con-
veyed through her art.

                                   —Sarah Patterson

Huibing He draws a picture of Jae Weon (Esther) Yoo


